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See Sports on page 7 and www.DailyGamecock.com for more coverage on the Jadeveon Clowney commitment.

Photos by Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Left: Josenna Clowney, Jadeveon Clowney’s mother, speaks with the media. Center: Clowney with South Pointe Athletic Director Mike Drummond. Right: Clowney after the ceremony.

Rock Hill’s Clowney signs with USC
No. 1 recruit commits
in front of national audience
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

ROCK HILL — Jadeveon Clowney was
ready to go. ESPN wasn’t.
Either way, South Carolina is happy.
The Gamecocks got their man.
Clowney, the nation’s top-ranked high
school football player, committed to USC
Monday at South Pointe High School.
The announcement brought an end to one
of the most publicized recruiting sagas in
recent memory.
As had been expected, Clowney chose
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USC over Clemson and Alabama, calling
it an “easy decision.”
“I knew, like, a week ago,” Clowney said
of his conclusion.
Clowney’s announcement was delayed
several minutes at the request of ESPN,
which was televising the ceremony live
on t he net work’s f lagship program,
SportsCenter. When Clowney was first
ready to reveal his choice, ESPN was on a
commercial break and communicated such
to him.
Clowney stood at the podium, not
app ea r i ng s u re of wh at to do. He
announced he was being told by ESPN
that two minutes remained before he
could speak. To break the awkward silence,

people in the crowd began to sing “Happy
Birthday” on two occasions. Monday was
Clowney’s 18th birthday.
About five and a half minutes after the
original delay, Clowney was given the goahead. He then did what most predicted,
picking up the garnet baseball cap with an
interlocking “SC” logo on the front from
the table to his right and putting it on his
head.
Clowney said he did not inform coaches
from Clemson or Alabama of his decision
prior to the announcement. He admitted
Monday he had been leaning toward USC
for quite some time, although he expected
at times he’d go elsewhere, anticipating
another school would “treat him better”

and be more appealing.
In the end, that didn’t come to pass. But
it almost did. Clowney gave kudos to a late
Clemson charge spearheaded by coach
Dabo Swinney and said the Tigers almost
won him over. But, he said, the chance to
play in the Southeastern Conference was a
major decision point.
“I was very close to going to Clemson,”
Clowney said. “My mom really liked
Clemson. But I wanted to play in the SEC.”
Swinney in particular had an effect on
Josenna Clowney, Jadeveon’s mother.
“He really sounded real good,” said
Josenna Clowney. “We [weren’t] even
CLOWNEY ● 2

Grammy recap

Clowney signs

Beamer leaves

Mix Editor Chloe
Gould runs down
top performances
and most unexpected recipients from
the annual music
award event.

Visit DailyGamecock.
com for exclusive
photos and video
from Jadeveon
Clowney’s signing
ceremony.

USC special teams
coordinator Shane
Beamer is heading
home to Virginia Tech.

See page 7
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Jesus for SG president?

Campus cheers on Clowney
USC opens Russell House
theater for signing event
Josh Dawsey

JDAWSEY@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

When Jadeveon Clowney made his
long-awaited announcement in Rock
Hill, the 50 or so students inside the
Russell House theater erupted in a loud
chaos of chants, fi st bumps, hugs and
grins.
Clowney’s announcement 50 miles
away was t he culminat ion of weeks
of anxious waiting, ner vous Twitter
checks, thousands of news reports and
plenty of speculation.
A l i t t l e b e f o r e 10 : 3 0 M o n d a y
morning, it ended in sheer mass elation.
K i m Mc M a hon , d i rec tor of t he
Russell House, chose to open the theater
and use the live cable feed early Monday
morning. The event wasn’t advertised,
but students steadily streamed into the
theater prior to the announcement.
“It was an impromptu show of school
spirit,” McMahon said.

Before the announcement, students
constantly scrolled through their iPads,
computers and smartphones, reading
commentary and looking for the most
recent update. School officials changed
the channel from ESPN after a student
prom ised live coverage on anot her
network.
Some st udents inside t he t heater
heard about the event from friends.
Others happened to be in the Russell
House and were frantically searching
for a place to watch t he 10:15 a.m.
announcement.
“I was t r y i ng to watch it i n t he
bookstore,” said Coard Miller, a thirdyear visual communications student ,
“but t hey wou ld n’t let us t u r n t he
volume up.”
A nd w h i le t he t ele v i s io n s wer e
without volume in the bookstore, the
students made up for the lack of noise,
hollering loud enough to be heard one
floor above when the decision was made.
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

Park Jennette / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

A mock Student Government campaign poster advertising Jesus Christ’s
run for student body president appeared on Greene Street alongside
legitimate banners over the weekend. The sign depicted Jesus walking on
water and reaching out to Cocky, and the text included a sexual innuendo.
It was torn down before 11 a.m. Monday. Past SG campaigns have seen
their fair share of joke posters and candidacies.
— Complied by Ryan Quinn, News Editor
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CLOWNEY ● From 1
going to take the Clemson
visit. He talked us into to
coming to Clemson.”
Josenna Clowney went
on to say she didn’t talk to
USC coach Steve Spurrier
as much as she talked to
Swinney but affirmed she
is happy for her son and his
decision.
Ja d e v e o n C low ne y ’s
decision came 12 days after
Nat iona l Sig n i ng Day,
which was on Feb. 2. He
indicated if he could do
the recruiting process over
again, he likely wouldn’t
have extended the process.

“ I ’m h a p p y n o w,”
Clowney said. “I wish I had
[signed] on the second (of
February).”
The decision to wait
before mak ing a choice
was made in order
t o f u l l y c o m p le t e h i s
process, Clow ney said.
He specifically mentioned
making all of his official
visits, including one to
Clemson on Jan. 29, which
sparked the stretch run
rally for CU.
“I wasn’t really sure. I
still had visits [to take],”
Clowney said. “I took a visit
to Clemson. So I wasn’t

sure where I was going to
go.”
In recent days, concerns
have been raised about
the possibility of Clowney
failing to gain admittance
to USC. A Feb. 11 story in
the New York Times story
raised questions about his
academic record. Clowney
was steadfast in stating he
will be eligible to attend
USC.
“That’s taken care of,”
Clowney said. “I’ve taken
the class I need to take
again, and I’m going to get
in.”
Many coaches,
team mates
a nd
acquaintances have spoken
of Clowney’s confidence
d u r i n g t he r e c r u it i n g
process. It was on display
Monday, especially when he
was asked what he expects
out of his freshman season
at Carolina.
“To play and make a
lot of play s,” Clow ney
responded, later adding,
“As soon as I step in there,
I’m going to start.”
Toward the end of the
quest ion-a nd-a nswer
session w it h media
following the ceremony,
Clowney was asked if the
fact he can accomplish
something historic with
the up-and-coming
Gamecocks was a factor in
his decision.
He said it was, adding
he has large aspirations
for what USC can achieve
during his time in
Columbia.
“Oh, it’s going to be big,”
Clowney said.
When asked to elaborate
o n w h at “ bi g ” me a nt ,
Clowney didn’t hesitate on
details.
“I hope t he nat iona l
championship,” he said.
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/
sports
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Students can log onto
VIP to vote in the
Student Government
elections today through
5 p.m. Wednesday.

Candidate may
file police report
Ryan Quinn

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Student body presidential
candidate James Strickland’s
campaig n ba n ner was
stolen from Greene
Street sometime between
T hu r sd ay e ven i ng a nd
Saturday afternoon.
“We had a replacement,
thank goodness, and that
i s c u r rent l y h a n g i n g,”
S t r i c k l a n d s a i d . “ I ’m
somewhat surprised and
disappointed.”
St rick land said h is
campaign was working on
filing a police report. He
infor med t he Elect ions
Commission of the theft,
and the value of the banner
won’t be counted toward his
campaign’s spending total.
Candidates are only allowed
to spend $1,000 each year.
“I have absolutely no idea
why anyone would want
to do this, and I have no
suspects,” Strickland said. “I
don’t think that it will have
a significant effect on our
campaign. We’re just going
to keep on rolling with the
punches.”
Theft and defacement of
campaign banners have long
been a mainstay of Student
Government elections.
Student body president
Patrick Olson’s banner was
stolen last year. Two years
ago, “weiner” was plastered
a c r o s s A le x St r o m a n’s
forehead by an unknown
vandal.
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

Students can also fill out write-in ballots in the Campus
Life Center in the Russell House between 9 a.m. and 5
p.m. today and Wednesday. President, vice president,
treasurer and senator positions are up for grabs. Also,
a referendum that would amend the current Student
Body Constitution to combine the Graduate Student
Association and SG is up for a vote. Each student may
only vote once. Check out dailygamecock.com to read
candidate profiles and endorsements.
— Complied by Ryan Quinn, News Editor
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Expectations,
quick fame
hurt athletes
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SG elections deserve
more student attention
Over the next two days, the university will make
one of its biggest decisions of the year: who to put
in charge of our student body.
Surely, many of us are aware of t he intense
campaigning that has occurred over the past few
weeks — all of the signs, scandals and stories have
been hard to miss. Those of us who have been
keeping tabs on the election process know that this
is a big deal.
But unfortunately, not everyone has been keeping
up wit h t he elect ion, and if you’re one of t he
politically uninterested, we have a request for you:
Jump in and vote because Student Government
matters. If you’re not convinced, here’s why.
The SG leaders are your voice. A ll of your
complaints, concerns and hopes for the university
are wrapped up and placed into the hands of a few
key people, and who you
“The SG leaders are entrust this burden to is
an important decision.
your voice ... Who you SG has t he power to
decide how your fees are
entrust this burden spent. It has the power
to ma ke t he cha nges
to is an important you want to see in the
university and it has a
decision.” huge responsibility —
t he responsibi l it y of
representing all 30,000
of us here on campus.
But we have a responsibility, too, and that is to
make sure we select the right people for the job.
With that being said, here are a couple of things
to keep in mind before you cast your vote.
Be informed. Don’t vote based on who’s better
look ing; don’t randomly click candidates. The
Daily Gamecock spent the weekend scrutinizing
each candidate’s personality, qualifications and
platforms, and we urge you to do the same. Ask
yourself who can best serve you and do the most
in allotted year. Finally, fi nd the candidate whose
policies you identif y with more, and remember
that the best person may not always make the best
leader.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

History wrongfully adjusted
Contributions from different races
crucial to understanding of past
I was inordinately shocked and appalled
by t he comments made on Hakeem
Jefferson’s column Feb. 11 lamenting the
elevation of African-American history to
the same level we give white history. One
could almost believe we never pay special
attention to the historical contributions
made by Caucasians but instead have,
as a society, become bogged down in
some sort of campaign of white-man
demonization. Silly me, but I remember
quite vividly being taught the history
of the United States and of Europe in
high school and college and that white
historical actors were at the forefronts of
those narratives.
I a g r e e w it h Jef f er s o n t h at ou r
history should pay more attention to
the contributions made by people of
other races than white and that this is
not something for which we should set
aside a month, leaving the other 11 to
revert to our normal historiography.
History education should celebrate all
races because all races have made an
impact on the country.
It pains me that people are somehow
resistant to this. What harm is there to
be had in taking time to pay attention to
the historical journeys of other peoples
or to incorporating those stories into our
national history? Why must our history
be a progression of white faces? It’s true
that the historical experiences of other
races are not always a particularly happy
story and that this may be embarrassing

for many white people, but, as a white
man, I firmly believe that it’s important
for us as Americans to recognize those
histories so that we understand how we as
a country came to be where we are today.
In the 1970s, a white history teacher
in Mississippi wrote a new textbook for
teaching Mississippi history in that state’s
schools, which was universally rejected by
its various school boards. When the case
had been taken to court, the state argued
that the book focused too much on racial
matters and contained “dist urbing”
images of a lynching. When asked by the
judge if lynches had not actually occurred
in Mississippi, the defendant responded,
“Yes, but it happened so long ago. Why
focus on it now?” The court ultimately
found for the teacher and his textbook.
We have certainly come a long way
since the ’70s, and the stories we teach
don’t all have to be about lynching. But
those stories have to be as much part of
our national story as the story of the civil
rights movement, as much as the story
of the Founding Fathers. The history
we teach ourselves and our descendants
c a n not b e t he f l at , c h a r ac terle s s ,
conflictless story that we all-too-often
f i nd i n ou r h istor y tex tbook s. We
have a duty to tell the whole story, to
recognize the historical experiences and
contributions made by all peoples and to
tell those stories equitably.
— Jonathan Dusenbury
Fourth-year European studies and Russian
student

Republican leaders show disregard for ethics
SC conservatives’ hypocrisy
disappointing, not surprising
Conservative ideology usually pushes my
buttons due to its absurdly outdated notion of
how economics work with politics, but I have
awoken every beautiful American morning
hoping and believing that one day I’ll be able
to finally witness a glimmer of reason in the
standpoints or political figures of the Republican
Party.
Today, I gave up.
South Carolina Lt. Gov. Ken Ard says “we
desperately need tighter controls on spending”
and we must “adhere to a clear budget plan.”
Since his election, has Ard already forgotten
these ideals written in plain view on his official
website for all the voters to see? He must have
or else he wouldn’t be asked by state ethics
investigators to provide an explanation for
approximately $25,000 of campaign money spent
shrouded in mystery in the past three months.
Well, in all honesty I can’t say all this dough

has been spent clandestinely. According to The
State, along with buying an $800 dress for his
wife, “Those expenses include Atlanta hotel
rooms — for the weekend that the University
of South Carolina Gamecock
football team played in the SEC
cha mpion sh ip g a me — plu s
purchases at an electronics store
and hundreds of dollars in meals.”
N o w m a y b e I ’m j u s t o l d
fashioned, but that doesn’t sound
like tight controls on spending or
Emily
adhering to a clear budget plan
Shipp
Third-year
to me.
English student
The poor folks at the State
Et h ics Com m ission must be
absolutely pooped from the amount of crap
they’ve had to sort through, hurled at them by
recent South Carolina government officials.
Former Gov. Mark Sanford certainly kept them
busy as he blew thousands of dollars on personal
air travel (hey, he had to get to A rgentina
somehow). Though he ended up paying the

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
Viewpoints page is to stimulate discussion
in the Unive r sit y of South Ca rolina
community. All published authors are
expected to provide logical arguments to
back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourage s
readers to voice opinions and offers three
methods of expression: letters to the
editor, guest columns and feedback on
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words
in length and include the author’s name,

year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
c o l u m n s . C o l u m n i s t s s h o u l d ke e p
submissions to about 50 0 words in
length and include the author’s name and
position. Guest columns are limited to
three per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length and
clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Daily Gamecock and must conform
to the legal standards of USC Student
Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us
know about it. E-mail gamecockopinions@sc.edu and we will print
the correction in our next issue.

largest “ethics fine” in the history of our state,
what are the rest of our officials getting away
with? When I decided to take a look at the
expenditures of current elected leaders on the
Ethics Commission website, the results I found
were shocking.
On Nov. 30, Rep. Bobby Harrell, speaker
of the House, spent $7,755.75 on Christmas
cards alone. Attorney General Alan Wilson
spent $552.50 of his total contributions at our
own Liberty Tap Room on Gervais Street in
November. Equally as hilarious, in one day,
on Nov. 2, Gov. Nik k i Haley managed to
spend $703.05 at Wild Wing Café and $660 at
Budweiser of Columbia.
I’m glad the Ethics Commission is catching
some of these clowns, but it is well-known that
when it comes to ethics issues, the result of the
prosecuted defendant is usually nothing more
than another large fine and a shake of the head.
I believe the repercussions for this exorbitant
and hypocritical spending should be taken more
seriously.

In classes and dorm
rooms across campus
y e s t e r d a y, s t u d e nt s
were celebrating USC
scoring Jadeveon
C l o w n e y, t h e t o p
football recruit in the
nation.
A s a huge football
fan, I was ecstatic to see
C low ne y
join our
team. It
was also
wonderful
seeing the
student
body so
Michelle
united.
Fantone
T h e s e
Fourth-year
k ind of
political science
student
events
are those
g reat for school a nd
team spirit.
Howe v e r, a l l t h i s
hype worries me about
how we t reat our
players on campus.
W het her you a re a
fa n of at h let ics, you
have to admit that our
athletic programs are
how the school is most
well known nationally.
Having excellent players
is the key to this success.
Unfort unately, t hese
players are unproven
on any kind of national
stage. W hen t hey
arrive at USC, they are
treated like heroes and
gods, mont hs before
they even step into a
c r o wd e d W i l l i a m s Brice Stadium for the
first time. This can have
damaging effects on the
players and how they
perform.
The pra ise ca n go
to their heads, causing
them to act like fools —
something we’ve seen
from our players in the
past.
It cou ld also be
hurtful to the players
who do not per for m
up to t he hy pe when
t hey f irst get on t he
field. The USC student
body can be harsh on
it s player s , a nd one
f umble at t he w rong
time can turn the whole
student section against
a pl ayer. St r i k i ng a
good balance of praise
i s a t wo -w a y s t r e e t
between the players and
t he st udents. Players
should be careful not
to let the huge amounts
of acclaim go to their
heads, and students need
to be careful not to hold
players to unrealistic
standards. Luckily for
t he G a mecock s, last
year Marcus Lattimore
a l lowed neit her to
happen.
Let’s hope our new
No. 1 recruit can do the
same.
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“I’m looking forward to influencing others
in a positive way. My message is you can
do anything if you just put your mind to it.”
— Justin Bieber
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Grammys make statement with Arcade Fire win
Independent band nabs
top award; up-and-comers
take show’s top honors

Keith Bernstein / MCT Campus

‘The Eagle’ fails
to take flight

Jimmy Gilmore

JGILMORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The Grammy Awards are
among the strangest of awards
shows, especially in the last
handful of years. As the music
industry has struggled to adjust
to that all-consuming entity
“The I nternet,” its shows
continue to get louder, more
elaborate and full of more and
more awards.
For t he most pa r t , t he
Gram mys haven’t taken a
chance to make a statement in
quite a while. Last year’s Album
of the Year, Taylor Swift’s
“Fearless,” was emblematic
of it s mo me nt , a c u s hycomfortable, pop-cou nt r y
a lbu m t hat celebrated a n
earnest new star. A list of other
winners reveals respectable, if
safe, choices –- Dixie Chicks,
U2, Ray Charles, OutKast.
That’s what makes Arcade
Fi re’s w i n on Su nd ay s o
startling — “The Suburbs”
is far from your
normal

Tyler Simpson

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“The Eagle”
NOW IN THEATERS

Robert Gauthier / MCT Campus

Arcade Fire, which won the Grammy for Best Album of the Year, poses with the awards after the show.

Jae Hong / The Associated Press

Grammy fare. It’s a sprawling,
int imate, t houghtf ul
meditation on what it means to
live in the suburbs and how the
suburbs have affected a shift
in collective thought. If that
weren’t enough ,
A rcade Fire is
an independent
band, and the
Grammys
are often
perceived
a s a way for
t he i nd u s t r y
to award t he
industry.
Coupled with a
Best New A rt ist
win for relatively
u n k n o w n
Esperanza
Spalding over
the likes of
Mumford &
Sons, Drake
and Justin Bieber,
the Grammys defi nitely
used the 2011 ceremony
to try and make a statement
to relevancy — or maybe it

was a plea.
Maybe they recognize that
as much as the industry needs
its superstars –- its Lady Gagas,
its K at y Perr ys, its Just in
Biebers -– it needs to stand up
and recognize not only “good
music” but music that exists
outside of the label hierarchy
t h at ’s pr o d u c e d t h r ou g h
unconventional means.
T h a t ’s n o t t o s a y t h e
G r a m m y s d id n’t h ave
t heir fair share of t y pical
wins –- Lady A ntebellum’s
conventional “Need You Now”
won Record of the Year over
Cee Lo Green’s “F**k You,”
Train’s “Hey, Soul Sister”
won Best Pop Performance
and Eminem’s “Recover y”
expectedly triumphed in Best
Rap Album.
From Lady Gaga hatching
from an egg to perform her
new single “Born This Way,”
t o D r. D r e a nd E m i ne m
p e r f o r m i n g t o g e t he r, t o
Gwyneth Paltrow laying across
a piano and singing with some
Muppets, the show definitely

did its best to retain a sense of
spectacle and audacity.
Ta ken a l l toget her, t he
performances and t he
winners represent a hybrid as
curious and indefinable as the
contemporary music landscape
it sel f. W h i le seem i ng to
favor the big, top-40 acts in
nominations — showers of
praise for Gaga and Bieber,
among ot hers — t he lack
of wins for teen icon Bieber
and more independent acts
like The Black Keys winning
awards speaks to the constantly
shifting space of the music
world.
Maybe the Grammys are
trying to become relevant,
or maybe t his was a f luke
for a most ly convent ional
orga n izat ion. Eit her way,
it feels good for those who
believe in something other
than Auto-Tune.
That’s Entertainment.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

VIDEOS TELL STORIES BEYOND RADIO
Lonely Island, Matt & Kim, Minaj
present nontraditional antics
Mary Cathryn Armstrong
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Ever since they first popped up on
MTV in 1981, music videos have been
used to express what songs simply could
not say over the radio. New videos with
blow-your-mind antics premiere almost
every day, and it’s clear we’ve come a
long way from Michael Jackson’s famous
illuminating tiles in the “Billie Jean” days.

“The Creep”
The Lonely Island feat. Nicki Minaj
What do you get when you mix three
parts pencil-thin mustache with waist-high
pants and a few pairs of ogling eyeballs?
Fronted by “Saturday Night Live”
funnyman A ndy Samberg along with
Akiva Schaffer and Jorma Taccone, the
comedy group made its first claim to fame
when “SNL” aired the “Lazy Sunday”
digital short in 2005. But for “The Creep,”
members of Lonely Island yanked their
pants up higher and donned their most
unpleasant smiles.
The video covers every angle of the
c reeper l ife st yle f rom t he day s of
prepubescent creeping to the best places
to spy on the honeys (preferably the beach,
but a tree outside her bedroom window
will do just fi ne). Throw in a schoolgirlstyled Nicki Minaj getting her creep on
in the boys’ locker room, and you’ve got a
hit. It even comes with its very own dance,
so get your knees flexing and your arms
T-rexing, and do the creep.

“Cameras”
Matt & Kim
Matt & Kim are known for their happygo-lucky lyrics and matching videos.

Courtesy of thehypefactor.com

The Lonely Island and Nicki Minaj dance in their “SNL” digital short “The Creep.”
However, in the video for “Cameras,” off
their 2010 “Sidewalks” album , the duo
embraces its darker sides.
The video opens as the pair practices
in a dull basement with poor lighting and
dingy walls. But this studio session quickly
turns into a battle royale, with the two out
for each other’s blood. Everything from
musical instruments to Chinese takeout
containers are hurled between them. True,
the fighting is exaggerated, and the blood
is fake, but there’s no denying the fun in
seeing Matt smash Kim in the face with
a cymbal right after she clocks him in the
chin with a miniature Statue of Liberty.
The video only fi nishes when the two
band together, beat the opposition and
pick through the rubble to their studio,
laughing about this impromptu battle
as they return to their instruments as if
nothing has happened.

“Moment 4 Life”
Nicki Minaj
We all know Nicki Minaj has a love for

candy-colored wigs and outfits bolder than
most would dare. But did you know she
also has an English fairy godmother who
waves her magic wand and blesses Minaj
with jewel-encrusted platform heels?
In this first video from Minaj’s debut
“Pink Friday,” the female rap star takes
on the role of King Nicki, living it up in
an extravagant palace as she is served by
royal subjects. Dressed in her trademark
cur ve-hugging, eye-popping outfits,
complete with all of the typical glamour,
Minaj easily slides into this modern-day
Cinderella role, hoping to get a kiss before
the clock strikes midnight. She delivers the
same sassy attitude that has made her such
a fixture in the hip-hop world, but she also
delivers a feminine edge. And yes, Drake is
there. In fact the two of them tie the knot
amid a shower of fireworks. Corny, but it’s
Minaj’s kingdom — we’re just living in it.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Director: Kevin Macdonald
Starring: Channing Tatum, Jamie
Bell, Mark Strong, Donald
Sutherland
Rating: PG-13 for battle
sequences, some disturbing
images
What was expected to be an assimilation
of “The Lord of the R ings” (2001) and
“Gladiator” (2000) is actually a somber,
muscle-bound spoof on “300” (2006) from a
10-year-old boy’s limited imagination. “The
Eagle” is based on the popular 1950s young
adult novel “The Eagle of the Ninth,” which
shows in its corny one-liners.
“The Eagle” fails to take flight due to the
surprisingly slow-witted direction from Kevin
Macdonald and the lackluster performance of
Channing Tatum (“Step Up,” “G.I. Joe: The
Rise of Cobra”). Macdonald, who seems more
comfortable exploring extreme personalities,
has demonstrated solid direction in past
projects such as “Touching the Void” (2003)
and “The Last King of Scotland” (2006).
It seems unusual for a great director like
Macdonald to go from solid to stolid direction,
but every director has a disappointing film
every now and then.
“The Eagle” starts out promising with the
story of the wall dividing Roman-occupied
Britain during the second century. The
audience is introduced to Marcus Aquila
(Tatum), a rigid, strong centurion assigned
to his first commanding post at a precarious
battalion located in northern England. Some
engaging fight scenes then occur as the fort is
attacked by Britain warriors.
Afterward, the narrative falls flat as the main
storyline begins to unravel. Marcus learns that
the golden emblem of the Ninth Legion, the
Eagle of the Ninth, has been sighted on the
opposite side of the wall. The emblem was
supposedly lost after the disappearance of
the Ninth Legion, which was led by Marcus’s
father. For some illogical reason, Marcus
decides to venture beyond the wall to recover
the golden emblem while accompanied by a
Celtic slave, Esca (Jamie Bell).
With the crew consisting of Academy Award
winners, such as cinematographer Anthony
Dod Mantle (“Slumdog Millionaire”), the
background scenery for the film consists of
beautiful views of the mountains and plains of
Scotland. Unfortunately, the scenery cannot
distract the audience from the bland script,
which causes Tatum’s character to blurt out
hackneyed taglines like “The Eagle is not a
piece of metal. It is Rome.”
The screenplay isn’t helped by Tatum’s
acting. Sure, he has the corn-fed physique
to pull off an action role like this, but his
acting serves as nothing but a distraction.
His performance lacks the emotional gravity
to pull off the more dramatic scenes in the
movie, but he manages to handle the brawls
beautifully, despite all of the close-ups and
quick cuts.
With Tatum’s campy performance, most of
the glory goes to the cast of supporting actors.
The most compelling performance comes
from Jamie Bell (“Billy Elliot,” “Jumper” ),
despite his performance being almost as campy
as Tatum’s. Bell manages to add a bit more
spark to the film, which shows as soon as the
master-slave relationship begins to unfold into
a more platonic partnership. Tahar Rahim (“A
Prophet”) also gives a convincing performance
as he plays the formidable, Roman-hating Seal
prince.
“The Eagle” is a primeval, nicely detailed
Rom a n ac t ion f i l m bu i lt on a cor ny,
old-fashioned script and somewhat poor
performances. It just doesn’t rank up with the
better Roman action dramas like “Ben-Hur”
(1959) and “Gladiator” (2000).
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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Spurned ● By Jarad Greene

The Scene

USC

HOROSCOPES

1234567890-=
ARIES It’s a good day
to take one stride at a time.
You don’t have to venture
far if you don’t feel like it.
Trust yourself. You can do
it.
T A U R U S
Com mu n icat ion seems
e a s y t o d a y. H o w e v e r,
measu re you r words.
Be caut ious about new
business endeavors. Do the
research before mak ing
decisions.

GEMINI Slow down
in the risk-taking today.
Caution is recommended
in love a nd business
relationships. Leave your
money in the bank. Take
it easy.
C A NCER

Yo u r
personal confidence is on
the rise. Your economic
conf idence may t a ke a
couple more days to reach
its peak this month. Plan
and budget wisely.

LEO Complaints can
take you far but only if
you take them to someone
who ca n do somet h ing
about them. Otherwise,
you may as well save your
breath and focus on being
productive.
V I RG O

You m ay
have to be cautious in your
romantic and professional
relationships today, but
you can always depend on
a good friend. Talk it over.

LIBRA Do you think
you’re the only one who
wor r ies too much? G o
ahead and worr y if you
must , but ever y t h i ng
works out in the end.
S C OR P IO Yo u r
sense for advent u re
takes you down the road
less traveled, even if you
hesitate or question your
judgment.
SAGIT TA RIUS
Today you may question

TOMORROW
NATALIA ZUKERMAN &
GARRISON STARR
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show,
$8 in advance / $10 day of
show
The W hite Mule,
1530 Main St.

C A PR ICOR N

AQUA RIUS
Seek help from a female
t e a c h e r. P a y s p e c i a l
attention to color today,
and fi nd harmony in your
projects. You give it extra
significance and special
shine.

PISCES What if you
could view every challenge
as just one simple step
toward reaching a goal?
Each test could win you
some new, invaluable skill.

GRAVES OF VALOR, FAREWELL TO FREEWAY,
YOUR CHANCE TO DIE, BEYOND THE ANCIENTS
8 p.m. doors / 9 p.m. show,
$8 general / $5 students
The House Five Points, 2020 Devine St.

THE STATUS, VICTORY IN
NUMBERS
8 p.m., $7
New Brook land Tavern,
122 State St.

CALENDAR
WHAT: Education
Recruitment Day
WHEN: 7 a.m.
WHERE: Russell House
room 201
WHAT: NAACP General
Body Meeting
WHEN: 5 p.m.
WHERE: RH 304
WHAT: Freshman Council
Meeting
WHEN: 5 p.m.
WHERE: RH 315

PICTURE OF THE DAY

NEW MUSIC NIGHT W/ MARK
WEBB, DAWN SHREDDER, PINK
SHIRT SOCIETY, LOST IN THE
MIDDLE
7:30 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8
under 21
New Brook land Tavern,
122 State St.
“THE PRESENCE OF ABSENCE”
PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., $5
Columbia Museum of Art,
1515 Main St.

you r pu r pose i n l ife.
Why are you really here?
Inquire openly, and listen
to what comes back. For
clues, examine what you
love most.
A power play may occur
b e h i nd t he s c e ne s . I f
conf usion ensues, t a ke
t ime to get clear about
your ideas. A female pays
you back for a previous
kindness.

TODAY

Crossword

WHAT: Carolina Service
Council
WHEN: 6 p.m.
WHERE: RH 304

WHAT: Cocktails Interest
Meeting
WHEN: 7:30 p.m.
WHERE: RH 304

WHAT: College
Democrats Meeting
WHEN: 7 p.m.
WHERE: RH 305

WHAT: ONE Carolina
Chapter Meeting
WHEN: 8 p.m.
WHERE: RH 303

WHAT: Omega Phi Alpha
Weekly Chapter Meeting
WHEN: 7 p.m.
WHERE: BA Building 750

WHAT: Theta Tau Rush
WHEN: 8 p.m.
WHERE: RH Game
Room

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

02/15/11

Brought to you by:

Coffee House
Tuesday 8PM
Shandon House
1804 Greene St.

Parker Jennette / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The School of Journalism and Mass Communication’s Bateman Team launched
the “Want This?” campaign on Greene Street Monday. Columbia’s Love Chevrolet
donated a 2011 garnet and black Camero to the cause. The campaign aims to
educate South Carolina students on the importance of financial literacy.

02/15/11

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
d
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
Stu
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

Solution from 02/14/11

ACROSS
1 Illustrative words
7 Burst
15 Casual top
16 Intimate meeting
17 Baroque composer
Cavalieri
18 Apple delivery
vehicle?
19 Lobbying gp.
bigwig?
21 Great Seal symbol
22 Lab complaints
23 CD-__
25 Hardy’s “Pure
Woman”
26 “S” on an invitation
27 Label for many
Elton John hits
29 Ready-to-mail item:
Abbr.
31 Ristorante sufﬁx
32 Pittypat, in “Gone
With the Wind”
34 Aiming aid in
some gun sights
38 Fourth-qtr. month
39 Trap for large
reptiles?
41 Reveal, poetically
42 Glacial ridges
44 It parallels the radius
45 Radar’s rank: Abbr.
46 Fish-eating bird
48 Pollster’s query
49 Heartache
50 Homer Simpson’s
mom
53 Chestnut horse
55 Cartoonist Walker
56 Nailing, as a test
58 Coalition
celebration?
61 Court dispute
over footwear?
63 Prepare for a break
64 Texas city on I-40
65 Colorless gas
66 With composure
67 “__ Waldo?”

Bible Study
Sunday 10AM
Shandon Baptist
5250 Forest Dr.

Solution 02/14/11

DOWN
1 Make way
2 Dept. of
the Navy
component
3 Movie with
style?
4 Black __
5 Luyendyk
of auto racing
6 Greek
colonnade
7 Rival of
Paris
8 Takes pieces from?
9 Workout target
10 Carry
11 Like some ﬁlms
12 Compact item
13 Things with ltrs.
14 Hockey ploys
20 Pipe cleaner
24 Wrapped
garment
27 Preﬁx with
economics
28 Insertion point
indicator
30 Biological bristles
33 Mountain West
Conf. team
35 Employee using

a word processor?
36 Auspicious
37 Sends, obsolescently
40 Dallas suburb
43 Hyundai model
47 Cricket violation
50 Family nicknames
51 Carol opening
52 Battery acronym
54 Magnalium, e.g.
55 Papier-__
57 Pluck
59 Captain’s underlings
60 Step on it
62 __ du Diable:
former French
penal colony
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Beamer departs for VT
USC assistant coach
takes job under father
Ryan Velasquez

RVELASQUEZ@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Sha ne Beamer is goi ng
home once again.
A f ter fou r yea r s a s a n
assistant on South Carolina’s
staff, Beamer accepted an
offer Monday afternoon to
become running backs coach
at Virginia Tech. VT is his
alma mater and is coached by
his father Frank Beamer.
“I think it’s a wonderful
move for Shane to get to coach
with his dad,” USC coach
Steve Spurrier said. “The
opportunity to coach with
him had never come up, and
it came up. We wish Shane
well.”
Beamer served as Carolina’s
special teams coordinator
while also coaching spurs
and strong safeties. He was
the recruiting coordinator in
2010 and was responsible for
a number of the team’s newest
signees, including Manning
de f e n s i v e t ac k le Ph i l l ip
Dukes and St. Matthews wide
receiver Shamier Jeffery.

“Sha ne d id a super job
recruiting not only his guys
this year but coordinating all
the recruiting,” Spurrier said.
“He’s been an excellent coach
here. We understand coaching
with your dad is something I
think you should do.”
Returning to Blacksburg,
Va., for the first time as a
coach, the former Hokie long
snapper is set to take to the
Lane Stadium sidelines once
again.
“I’m extremely excited about
the opportunity to return to
Virginia Tech,” Beamer said.
“I’ve been gone 11 years, and
during that time I’ve been
around a number of great
coaches and great programs
a nd had t he oppor t u n it y
to learn a lot. Now, I look
for wa rd to ret u r n i ng to
Bl a c k s b u r g a nd he lp i n g
Virginia Tech continue to win
championships.”
Bea mer t a ke s over t he
posit ion formerly held by
Billy Hite, who was named
assistant to the head coach
and senior advisor after 33
years as running backs coach.
Frank Beamer believes the
experience his son brings will
make a significant difference

Patience pays off
for Spurrier, Carolina
Ryan Velasquez

RVELASQUEZ@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Shane Beamer leaves USC after four years as an assistant. He
returns to his alma mater as a coach 11 years after graduating.
to the program.
“I think we’re fortunate
to get Shane to come back
to Virginia Tech,” he said
in a release. “He’s had the
opportunity to develop a good
background, having coached
at Georgia Tech, Tennessee,
Mississippi State and South
Carolina.”
As far as USC’s coaching
vacancy is concerned, Spurrier

said the open position will be
addressed in the near future.
“We have a little time to
look into that,” he said. “I
think we’re looking for the
best special teams guy with
the best track record we can
find. That’s what I’m looking
for right there.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Jadeveon Clowney joins the Gamecocks as one of the most highly touted and widely publicized high school players in recent history.

Kratch: Clowney handles the hoopla
Top-ranked recruit takes on
hype with poise, composure
ROCK HILL — The best way to describe
“decision day” here in South Carolina’s
hotbed of high school football?
It shut down the Internet.
When Jadeveon Clowney walked into
the South Pointe High School auditorium
wearing his garnet shirt and black tie, the
Wi-Fi in the room seized.
A nd here I t hought on ly for mer
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak could
do that to the World Wide Web. The
tremendous volume of tweets, blog updates
and Facebook posts that followed the
arrival of the nation’s top-ranked recruit
did the trick for a few moments before the
bandwidth caught its figurative breath.
I’m not shocked. It figures every person
inside the room would rush to announce
their sighting of the “Rock Hill Kid” via
social media like tourists on Rodeo Drive
who strolled past Brad Pitt.
Clowney is a movie star, a rock star and
an All-American rolled into one. He’s on
magazine covers. He does interviews with
ESPN. He has stories published about his
every move.
He even has his high school coach
comparing him to arguably the world’s
most polarizing athlete.
“I’ve had several NFL guys — former
players and coaches — say that he’s like
the LeBron James of [football],” former
South Pointe coach Bobby Carroll said.
“He probably could go out and start in the
National Football League straight out of
high school.”
Is t hat some good, old-fashioned
American hype or what? In fact, if you
were to look up the word “hy pe” in

Gamecocks wait,
score with nation’s
No. 1 prospect

the dictionary, Clowney’s photo would
probably be right there, smiling at you.
Time will tell if Clowney will live up to
the hype with his on-field performance.
Having been around football for some
time and spoken to others who have been
in the game for much longer than I have, I
tend to think he will. You never know, but
I think he’ll be a star.
However, I can guarantee
one thing. Clowney can
— and will — handle the
hype with striking aplomb.
Simply put, the kid is one
cool c ustomer. I saw it
firsthand during his signing
James
ceremony.
Kratch
jkratch@
He owned the room once
dailygamecock.
he
entered it. He remained
com
poised t he ent ire t ime.
Even when the ESPN delay
debacle hit, he handled it well. He didn’t
look entirely comfortable up there, but he
didn’t wilt under the awkward situation.
Once ESPN got up and running in Bristol,
he took over like a pro.
Coach Steve Spurrier said during his
press conference Monday that Clowney
has always been a “yes sir, no sir” kind
of guy. And how did Clowney answer
when asked after his ceremony if he was
concerned fans would draw unrealistic
expectations for him based off all the hype
surrounding him?
“No, sir,” he said.
Did Clowney bring some of this hype
onto himself? Definitely.
He didn’t have to wait 12 days past
National Signing Day. No one made
him to go into collaboration with ESPN
throughout the process. It was his choice
to let the New York-based documentary
film crew follow him.

“I [am not] good at saying ‘no’ right
now,” Clowney said when asked about
those things. “I’m going to get good.”
A fter the USC coaches concluded
their press conference at Williams-Brice
Stadium, USC assistant coach for defense
Ellis Johnson was asked if he was surprised
Clowney handled the hype as well as he
did. The first part of what Johnson said
didn’t come as a surprise.
“I felt like he likes all the group stuff and
the interaction,” Johnson said. “He’s a very
jovial kid; he’s got a great personality and
communicates well.”
It was the second half of what was
said by Johnson, however, that was most
intriguing.
“I think the part he doesn’t like, as much
as [you’d think] he’d like, is the actual
staging,” Johnson said. “Like when he had
to get up and make his decision today — he
wasn’t about all the little theatrics. He was
about picking up the hat and let’s go. I
think sometimes he handled the give-andtake part better than the actual getting
down to personal decisions and telling
somebody something. It’s kind of hard for
him to say ‘no’ sometimes.”
That obviously is true, the not saying
“no” part. The kid admits it, and the
defensive guru he will learn under does
as well. But that will come with time.
He did just turn 18, after all, and there
isn’t exactly a “Being the No. 1 Recruit in
the Nation for Dummies” on many high
school library shelves.
As for Johnson’s belief he isn’t into the
glamour side of it all, Clowney could’ve
fooled me with the way he handled it all
during his announcement.
But then again, that’s further proof that
unlike those wireless connections, the kid
can handle all that’s thrown at him.

After a lengthy process, the Gamecocks
finally have the man they wanted.
Twelve days removed from National
Signing Day, South Carolina capped off its
2011 recruiting class with arguably the most
important piece of the puzzle. In front of a
national audience Monday morning, No. 1
overall recruit Jadeveon Clowney announced
his decision to don the garnet and black.
“We got some wonderful news when
Jadeveon Clowney [said] he’s coming with
the Gamecocks,” coach Steve Spurrier said.
“[Associate head coach for defense] Ellis
Johnson did a super job recruiting him
probably the last three years. He was on
the team with Stephon Gilmore that won
the state championship a couple years ago,
so we’ve known about him, had him over to
campus and got him around as often as we
could.”
Despite moving into uncharted waters with
a longer recruiting period, Carolina didn’t
believe it made a significant difference.
“We knew that was going to happen,”
Spurrier said. “Jadeveon said way back he
was going to announce on Valentine’s Day,
his birthday, and just decided to do it that
way. It wasn’t a big deal. We certainly saved
a scholarship for him, as did several other
schools. We just kept recruiting him until the
facts came in.”
Joining a group that’s already considered
among the best in the nation, this final
addition propelled Carolina to No. 15 on
ESPN’s class rankings. With a number of
former top recruits on his team already —
including former South Pointe teammates
Gilmore and DeVonte Holloman — Spurrier
believes their input played an important role
in Clowney’s decision.
“I think it’s the first time South Carolina
ever signed the No. 1 recruit,” Spurrier said.
“I don’t know how long they’ve been naming
who the No. 1 recruit is, but this is a big day
for us. Our players are excited. I saw [running
back Marcus Lattimore] in the weight room,
and I told him he did a good job helping
recruiting along with Stephon Gilmore,
DeVonte and a bunch of our guys. We’re
looking forward to Jadeveon being with us
next year.”
Spurrier was also quick to credit the efforts
of the fans, particularly for the enthusiasm
shown during Clowney’s visit to the USCKentucky basketball game three weeks ago.
“I want to thank our fans at the basketball
game when they started chanting, ‘We want
Clowney.’ That seems to work,” Spurrier said.
“A year before we had Marcus Lattimore
there, and they chanted, ‘We want Lattimore,’
so keep chanting. Hopefully the top players
will keep coming our way.”
Although questions have arisen about
Clowney’s academic standing in recent weeks,
Spurrier is confident that he’ll be able to
qualify.
“Academically, he’s actually a lot better
off than several of our signees at this time,”
Spurrier said. “We fully anticipate that he’s
going to make it. He’s in pretty good shape.”
Of all the coaches who participated in
t he recr u it i ng process, Spu r r ier sa id
defensive coordinator Lorenzo Ward got
to know Clowney the best, and he credits
this relationship as another factor behind
Monday’s decision.
“We both hit it off real well,” Ward said.
“I asked Jadeveon to do me a favor and call
me every day, and he did it. I felt like we
had that relationship. We didn’t talk a lot
about football or where he was going to go to
school. It was more about life.”
The bond was acknowledged by Clowney
himself following his announcement.
“He came in about two months before
this all kicked off and started recruiting me,”
Clowney said. “He was like a homeboy to me,
so we got real close.”
As for the near future of the program,
Spurrier believes the addition of Clowney
may pave the way to more record-setting
seasons.
“We’re excited about Jadeveon. Our fans
are going to really love this young man,”
Spurrier said. “The way he loves to play the
game with such a passion, our fans are really
going to enjoy watching him play. Signing
players like Jadeveon ups our expectations,
and certainly that’s what we want to do. We
want to raise them as high as we can around
here and achieve the SEC Championship or
more in the coming three or four years.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT

1 - 5 BR APTS. USC AREA. rajaluri@
aeliusa.com. www.uscarearentals.
com. 803-318-0800.

If you have had experience in
gymnastics then this is your perfect
job. You can stay in shape and work
with rec-competitive team gymnast. If
interested please call 803-682-5055.
Come share the experience.

Conv USC-Full Kitchen-CH/A
W/D Conn $1100 803.343.3131

EMPLOYMENT

Palmetto Athletic Center is looking
for PT athletic & energetic coaches
for cheer and gymnastics. www.
palmettoathleticcenter.com/apply.htm

EMPLOYMENT

NOW HIRING!
SWIM TEACHERS!
Pay starts @ $10 per hour.
Free Training and Certification. Email
Jim Reiser @ swimprofessor@sc.rr.com
your current availability, background/
qualifications, and if you will be here
for the summer.
BARTENDING $250/dayNo exp nec.
Training available. 800-965-6520 x253
Cashier needed. M-F 11:30-1:30
254.0484

Downtown law firm seeks PT
Couriers. Must be able to work at
least 10-15/hrs/wk. Duties include
running errands, metering mail,
conference and break room clean
up, answering phones and other
general office duties. Must have
own vehicle and proof of insurance.
Business casual attire. Competitive
salary w/mileage reimbursement
and paid parking. Forward resume
w/ “PT Courier” in the subject line
to colalawfirm@gmail.com. Please
include times available to work.

EMPLOYMENT
Delivery person needed. Must have
car. M-F 11:30-1:30 254.0484

SERVICES
Math Tutor:The Expert 738.8956a

Mobile Waiters Needed - Immediate
Interviews! Delivery from local
restaurants to local homes and
businesses with 256 To Go. Make
your own schedule, flexible hours,
avg. $50-60 per shift. PT or FT. Must
have your own vehicle, cell phone,
GPS. To apply call 888-334-9675 ext. 1
or go to www.d-d-i.com

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury
cruise with food. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of thirteen
resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018
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Add style.
Not a commute.

525

Only $

per bedroom

The closest thing to campus. With style.
1000 Whaley Street
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1, 2 & 3 bedroom apartments
walk or ride your bike to campus
community wi-fi
gated, covered parking
private study/meeting rooms
furnished units available
clubroom
5 themed courtyards

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

pet friendly
on-site fitness center
24-hour computer lab
2 resort-style pools
putting green courtyard
outdoor fireplace
Internet, water, sewer
and trash included

Columbia, SC 29201
803.400.1570

www.iaspyre.com

